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Wolves and cougars are predators native to Vancouver
Island and are vital to a healthy coastal ecosystem.
They may be encountered anywhere in Pacific Rim
National Park Reserve and its environs.

National Parks are great places to view wildlife in their
natural habitat.  However, once animals become accus-
tomed to people, they are in danger of losing their
“wildness”.  With people and wild predators sharing
the same places, encounters are becoming more com-
mon.  This may threaten the safety of both people and
predators. Can we co-exist?

Habituation = Loss of Fear

Wolves and cougars can become accustomed to human
presence, leading to “habituation”, a term used to
describe animals that have lost their natural fear of
people, and places of human activity. This lesson is
accidentally taught when the repeated presence of
humans brings no negative consequences to the animal.

Juvenile animals may be habituated more easily than
adults. They are inexperienced and curious; learning
about life through trial and error. Habituated animals
may become bold or inquisitive and may be encoun-
tered at close distances.  Any animal that is reluctant to
flee from you is probably habituated.

Fearless, yet non-threatening behaviour has become

If you encounter a wolf or cougar:
• Pick up small children.

• Gather the group together.

• Do not run.

• Do not crouch down.

• Make and maintain eye contact.

• Wave your arms and shout. Do all you can to
appear larger and to scare the animal away.

• Use a noise maker like an airhorn or throw
things if necessary.

• Never approach a carnivore or its den site.

If a wolf or cougar holds its ground:
Convince it that members of your group are
not prey and that you are dangerous!

• Do not turn your back. Maintain eye contact.

• Create and maintain space between you and
the animal.

• Back away slowly.

• If you encounter wolf pups or cougar kitten,
leave the area immediately. Do not approach.

If a wolf or cougar approaches you:
• Throw sticks and stones etc. or use pepper spray

(be sure you know how to use it beforehand).

• If the aggression escalates, fight back with a stick,
your fists, or whatever is at hand.

• Hit the animal in the eyes and nose.

If you see an animal carcass:
Leave the area immediately and notify park staff.

CONTACT US:
Please report any wolf or cougar sightings or kill sites

to Parks Canada staff at (250) 726-7165.
Check for wolf or cougar information at

Park Information Centres and Warden Offices.

Be Predator Aware!
• Predators may be in the area at any time – be alert!
• Check in at Park offices for current information.
• Watch for and respect “wildlife warning” signs.
• Do not enter closed areas.
• Avoid hiking alone, especially at dawn, dusk,

or night.
• Keep children close; discuss cougar & wolf safety.
• Never approach a carnivore or its den site.
• Carry deterrents: walking stick, small air horn

or pepper spray (know how to use it, test it,
check expiry date).

• If you encounter wolf pups or cougar kittens,
leave the area immediately. Do not approach.

Whenever you see a wolf or cougar on the road, trail,
beach or elsewhere, scare the animal away immediately;
this will teach it to be more wary of people, reducing the
risk to the animal and people. Do all you can to appear
larger; pick up a stick, wave your arms, and shout. Use a
deterrent (listed above); throw things if necessary.
Avoid scaring the animal into the path of other people.

Dogs are not permitted in the backcountry units of
Pacific Rim National Park Reserve: the West Coast
Trail and the Broken Group Islands. Dogs must be
leashed in the Long Beach Unit. Wolves and cougars
have killed and eaten unleashed dogs. Pets are not only
attractive prey, they may lead a predator back to you,
and trigger an attack.

Pacific Rim National Park Reserve of Canada
Living with Wildlife Program

Contact Parks Canada staff at (250) 726-7165

Keep Predators Wild & Wary…

Food-Conditioning = Increased Risk

Food-conditioned wolves often become increasingly
aggressive food-seekers, progressing rapidly from
foraging in campsites at night, to openly approaching
people by day.  Behaviour may include aggressive body
language, baring of teeth, and growling.

Cougars rarely scavenge, preferring to kill their prey.
Habituated cougars may take greater risks for increased
hunting success – even if it means entering populated
areas. Common targets are cats, raccoons, off-leash dogs,
and urban deer.

DO NOT FEED WILDLIFE!  It is illegal to feed wildlife
in a national park.  Wildlife find their healthiest food in
their natural environment.  Once they become accus-
tomed to being fed by people, they spend less time
looking for their natural foods.  These food-conditioned
predators put themselves at risk and are a threat to
public safety.

…Never Feed or Entice!

Parks Canada needs YOUR help to prevent people-predator conflicts and to keep our predators wild!

Stay Safe

more common in recent
years. This sets the stage
for feeding of predators
by people.

Keep kayak hatches secure!
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Are People and Pets at Risk?
Cougars will very rarely prey on people. The probability
of being struck by lightening is much higher than that of
being attacked. Wolf attacks are even rarer. In this region,
there have been two cougar attacks. In both cases chil-
dren were attacked: one on the West Coast Trail in 1985
and one fatal attack just outside the park in Clayoquot
Sound in 1989. Children and crouching adults are more
at risk of attack; they may more closely resemble prey.
People who travel alone in wildland areas are also at
higher risk.

In 2000, a food-conditioned wolf seriously injured a
camper sleeping by a campfire in Clayoquot Sound. The
wolf had been fed by previous campers and entered the
camping area apparently in search of more food. The
attack was not believed to have been predatory.

Off-leash pets are at a much higher risk of attack by
wolves and cougars. Almost every year, dogs and cats
are killed or injured by predators in the region. Leashed
dogs are at a much lower risk of attack. There have been
no recorded attacks on leashed pets in this area.

Take precautions in wolf and cougar country for the
safety of yourself and your pets.
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If a predator does not flee, scare it away!


